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Poetry Workshop 
Welcome, students!



What is a poem? 
• A poem is a piece of writing in which the words are 

arranged in separate lines, often ending in rhyme, to 
describe an object or idea chosen.

• Before writing a poem, a theme, which could be an object, a 
person, an abstract idea or even a story, should be set.

• Very often, imagery is found in a poem, which is 
description that appeals to five senses: smell, sight, taste, 
touch, or hearing. 



Types of Poems

• Shape poems
• Acrostic poems
• Narrative poems



Shape Poems

• A shape poem describes an object and is
shaped the same as the object the poem is
describing. It may not rhyme.



•

Source: https://www.tes.com/lessons/h93WRmDCotQmLQ/concrete-shape-poems



1. What does the poem describe? 
• A star

2. What images are presented in the poem? 
• A bright & shining star in the dark night
• A deep dark cave
• A new-born baby
• Three kings and three shepherds come by the starlight
• Cold dark wintery night 

3. What sense does the description appeal to?
• Sight (perhaps touch) 



Source: http://illelykke.blogspot.hk/2011/06/examples-of-shape-poems-for-
children.html

http://illelykke.blogspot.hk/2011/06/examples-of-shape-poems-for-children.html


1. What does the poem describe? 
• A raindrop

2. What images are presented in the poem? 
• Knock at the door
• Welcome with a smile
• Raindrop is moving fast or slow, big or small
• A bubble of (anticipation and surprise)
• Cleanse the earth, feed the flowers, and fills the hole
• The raindrop is never silent.
• Bangs on the roof, spatters on the window, splashes into the puddle. 

3. What sense does the description appeal to?
• Sight and hearing 



Acrostic Poems

• An acrostic poem is a type of poetry where
the first, last or other letters in a line spell out
a particular word It may or may not rhyme.



Butterfly

Source: http://firstgradefrog.blogspot.hk/2013/05/butterfly-life-cycle-
acrostic-poem.html

http://firstgradefrog.blogspot.hk/2013/05/butterfly-life-cycle-acrostic-poem.html


CHRISTMAS
• Carol singing in the frosty air
• Holly wreaths are everywhere
• Reindeer galloping across the sky
• Icy cold snowflakes twirling by
• Stockings hang on the end of beds
• Trees decorated in gold and reds
• Mince pies ready, delicious and hot
• A baby in a manger cot
• Star that guides kings all the way…





Your Turn!
Please write an acrostic poem to describe yourself 
based on your name!



Narrative Poems

A narrative poem tells a story. It could be
short or long. It has a beginning, middle, and
end. There is a strong sense of narration,
characters, and plot.



The Story of Cinderella
It’s about a beautiful girl

Who lived happily with her family
But the fate bore down upon the pearl
Taken the sweet smile immediately

The lovely mother passed away
Left her at a very young age

All happiness went away
Sufferings replaced such cruel cage



Step mother and sisters 
Exploited all day long
Tears and sadness
Written out in a sorrow song

Such the proverb said
There’s always a light in the darkness
The young handsome prince led the fate
To the sea of happiness

Source: http://rbtpuka.webpin.com/blog_example-
narrative-poetry.html) 

http://rbtpuka.webpin.com/blog_example-narrative-poetry.html


1. Who is the main character in the poem?
• Cinderella

2. What happened to her when she was young?
• Her mother passed away and her step mother 

and sisters did not treat her well.

3. What happened to her at the end of the story?
• She was saved by the prince. 



Rhyme & Rhythm



1.
• Rhyme is the repetition of similar sounds in 

two or more words. 

• In poetry these words are usually at the end
of a line and help create a certain rhythm.

• Example: Tree, me, be, flee all rhyme 
because they end with the same sound.



Task 1
• Underline words that rhyme.
• Fire and Ice
• Robert Frost
• Some say the world will end in fire,
• Some say in ice.
• From what I've tasted of desire
• I hold with those who favour fire.
• But if it had to perish twice,
• I think I know enough of hate
• To say that for destruction ice
• Is also great
• And would suffice.



2.
• Rhyme Scheme is the pattern in which 

rhyming happens.



Task 2.
There once was a big fat cat, 
That liked to eat cute little mice. 
All day he watched while he sat, 
For those mice that tasted so nice. 
• Cat and sat rhyme, as well as mice and 

nice.
• So, the rhyme scheme is a, b, a, b.



3.
• Assonance is the repetition of vowel-sounds 

within non-rhyming words.

• Example: 
• And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the 

side
• Of my darling, my darling, my life and my 

bride.



Task 3
• You should have circled: 
• coat, hole; 
• night, fire; 
• silver, pillar 



4.
• Consonance is the repetition of consonant 

sounds within words, but not at the start of a 
word. Often times, consonance refers to the 
end sound (like “nk” in sank and think).

• Example: Ladder and bitter / Dress and boss



Task 4
• 1. Roger and his brother wander by the river. 
• 2. It is a treat to watch her feet tapping to the 

beat. 
• 3. Dan ran ten miles. 
• 4. These are Tom’s sisters, Jess and Tina. 
• 5. Doug had a mug of fig juice.



5.
• Alliteration is the repetition of beginning of 

sounds of words.
• Example: Sally sells seashells by the 

seashore.
• There is a repetition of the beginning sounds 

of words in these sentences.



Task 5
• How much wood would a woodchuck chuck 
• If a woodchuck could chuck wood? 
• He would chuck, he would, as much as he 

could, 
• And chuck as much as a woodchuck would 
• If a woodchuck could chuck wood



Figurative Language



Figurative and Literal
Language

Literally: words function exactly as defined
The car is blue.

Figuratively: figure out what it means
You’re a doll.



Simile
Comparison of two things using “like” or “as.”

Example

She is as sweet as candy.



Simile
Comparison of two things using “like” or “as.”

Example

My mother is running her own business. She 
is always like a busy bee.



Important!
Using “like” or “as” doesn’t make a simile.

A comparison must be made.

Not a Simile: I like pizza.

Simile: The moon is like a pizza.



Metaphor
Two things are compared without using 

“like” or “as.”

Example

She has a stone heart.



Metaphor
Two things are compared without using 

“like” or “as.”

Example

Life is a rollercoaster.



Personification
Giving human traits to objects or ideas.

Example

The streets are calling me.



Personification
Giving human traits to objects or ideas.

Example

My flowers were begging for water.



Hyperbole
Exaggerating to show strong feeling or effect.

Example

I will love you forever.



Hyperbole
Exaggerating to show strong feeling or effect.

Example

My mum is going to kill me.



Understatement
Expression with less strength than 

expected.
The opposite of hyperbole.

I’ll be there in one second.



Understatement
Expression with less strength than 

expected.
The opposite of hyperbole.
“There is a little scratch”.
(After wrecking the car…)



Quiz
Figurative Language



Rules
1. Stay in your seats at all times.
2. You will have 30-60 seconds to discuss the 

answer to a question AND
3. Write ONE response to the question on a 

sheet of paper.
4. All teams will hold up their answers.
5. If you are correct, your team will get one 

point.
6. The group with the highest points will WIN!



1
Without the slightest tinge of gold,
The city shivered in the cold. 



Answer
Personification 
(e.g. shivered)



2
Your skin is softer than silk.



Answer
Hyperbole

(silk?)



3
My mom is like a fire.
She's always warm, but sometimes she 

gets too hot.



Answer
Simile

(e.g. is like)



4

The stars were diamonds in the sky.



Answer
Metaphor

(e.g. stars were diamond)



5
It was many and many a year ago,
In a kingdom by the sea,
That a maiden there lived whom you may know
By the name of Annabel Lee;-
And this maiden she lived with no other thought
Than to love and be loved by me.



Answer
Hyperbole

(e.g. no other thought than… )



6
Be patient with you? 
When pain's iron bars
Their rivets tighten, stern
To bend and break their victims; 
As they turn,
Feel Patience then?



Answer
Metaphor

(e.g. their rivets tighten, …)



7
The smoky smell the black dark fire 
The colourful smoky orange fury fire
The flames are climbing up the chimney 
The fire is furious the fire is spitting 
The fire is popping the fire is smelly.



Answer
Personification

(e.g. fire is furious and spitting?)



8
They have watered the street,
It shines in the glare of lamps,
Cold, white lamps,
And lies
Like a slow-moving river,
Barred with silver and black.



Answer
Simile 

(e.g. like a slow-moving river)



9
Columbus thought he was going to 
India, so one could say that he was a 
little off course when he landed in North 
America.



Answer
Understatement

(e.g. definitely not a little off course… 
in fact… achieved a lot!)



10
The old wall will watch him,
Very quietly and patiently it will watch.
For the wall is old,
It is a Roman wall. 



Answer
Personification

(e.g. wall will watch him,)



Well done!



Onomatopoeia



What is Onomatopoeia?
Onomatopoeia is when a word’s 
pronunciation imitates its sound.

Let’s watch a short video about 
onomatopoeia…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1b5kCvVBo8


Examples of 
Onomatopoeia

• The clanging pots & pans woke the baby.

• The wolves howled at the moon. 

• The race-car driver revved his engine. 

• The bacon sizzled in the pan.  

• I love the swish of the basketball net. 



Task 6
1. Our feet squished in the mud.
2. There was a steady chomp-chomp as the 

horses ate their hay.
3. We heard a loud meow at the back door.
4. The funny horn on the bicycle went beep-

beep.
5. There was a loud bang when the door 

slammed shut.



Task 7
1. Box

- The box fell with a thud.
2. Firecrackers

- The firecracker made a big bang when it exploded.

3. Coins
- The coins clinked in the jar.

4. Horses
- I heard the clip-clop of the horses.



Part III
The musicality of

Poetry



We are going to practice…

a) Punching
b) Appreciating songs
c) Writing lyrics
d) Creating your poetic work



a) Punching 

• Worksheet A:  Punching Words for 
Emphasis 

e.g. I really thought I knew her. 



Punching 
• A.  I really thought I knew her.   
• (implies that I, for one; as opposed to, or 

unlike, anyone else) 
• B.  I really thought I knew her.   
• (implies that the knowledge was genuine 

and thorough, not insignificant) 
• C.  I really thought I knew her. 
• (emphasizes the past tense; s/he once 

thought he knew her) 



Punching 
• D.  I really thought I knew her. 
• (similar to first choice; a little more 

personal perhaps; the speaker feels 
betrayed) 

• E.  I really thought I knew her. 
• (not just a passing knowledge) 
• F.  I really thought I knew her. 
• (The speaker knew her better than other 

people, or as opposed to anyone else)



b) Let’s read the lyrics 
first…



b) Now listen carefully to 
the song and SING!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1lfYh-aUk0


c) Writing lyrics
I'd like to build the world a home
And furnish it with ______
Grow apple trees and honey bees
And snow white turtle ______
I'd like to teach the world to sing
In perfect _________
I'd like to hold it in my arms
And keep it _________
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jg22W6oro-U&index=2&list=RDib-
Qiyklq-Q (audio)

Song title: 
I’d like to teach the world to sing

love

doves

harmony

company

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jg22W6oro-U&index=2&list=RDib-Qiyklq-Q


c) Writing lyrics
I'd like to see the world for once
All standing hand in _________
And hear them echo through the hills
For peace through out the _________
(That's the song I hear)
I'd like to teach the world to sing
In perfect harmony
I'd like to teach the world to sing
In perfect harmony
Songwriters: William M Backer / Roger F. Cook / Roquel Davis / Roger Greenaway

hand

land

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydiXuOTn4hg (video) 2:19-2:50

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydiXuOTn4hg


c) Writing lyrics
• Write your lyrics for the tune! Write a 

stanza of four lines below and sing your 
version. 

• I'd like to______ the world ________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

• I'd like to buy the world a coke?



c) Writing lyrics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3F1U95v0JPs
(change the tune) (1:40)

I'd like to buy the world a drink
that doesn’t cause disease
(That’s obesity)
I’d like to teach the world about 
What sugar did to me
Liquid calories gave diabetes 
Which really aint so sweet
….
Please drink soda less… this is unhappiness…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3F1U95v0JPs


c) Writing lyrics
• Write your lyrics for the tune! Write a 

stanza of four lines below and sing your 
version. 

e.g. 
• I’d like to send the world some luck

No people will suffer
There is no war and full of love
we say a little prayer. 



d) your own poetic work
• Create your poetic work for your 
favourite tune
• Or create lyrics for this famous tune…
The snow glows white
On the mountain tonight
Not a footprint to be seen
A kingdom of isolation
And it looks like I’m the Queen

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0MK7qz13bU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0MK7qz13bU


d) your own poetic work
• Name:
• Poem / Song Title: 

__________________________________
• (Tune:____________________________)
________________________________
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________




